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Introduction 
This report summarizes our 10-day-trip to Macedonia and the Greek Prespa lakes. We chose this area in 

Balkan after visiting the neighboring Southern Bulgaria two years ago, which was a pleasant experience, 

and inspired by Prof. Arne Strid who introduced us to the Greek flora many years ago on a study tour and 

recently recommended us to visit Prespa. In addition, we had great help from Jørgen Stubgaard who has 

been working with the national park of Prespa for many years and supplied us with valuable contacts in 

Prespa. Also, we had good advice from Michael Højgaard regarding where to stay in Macedonia. 

Itinerary 
Saturday May 6. We arrived in Skopje Airport at noon, and after getting the rented car we drove to 

Kavadarci and a little further south to Mokliste to Villa Bella Boutique Hotel for two nights. In the small river 

behind the hotel were Dipper and Grey Wagtail, and from the balcony we saw nesting Mistle Thrush and 

Spanish Sparrow. Golden Oriole and Nightingale were singing everywhere. 

Sunday May 7. We drove south in the high land called Vitachevo (?). This is open grazed grassland more or 

less with bushes and wooded areas and mountains in the distance. Very few people live there. In this area 

we spotted Griffon - and Egyptian Vulture, Imperial - and Golden Eagle, Long-legged Buzzard, Little Kestrel 

 

Griffon Vultures soaring over Vitachevo 



and Hobby. Red-backed - and Woodchat Shrike were common as were Cirl -, Black-headed - and Corn 

Bunting. We heard Golden Oriole and Nightingale all the time. 

In the afternoon we visited the ancient city of Stobi, impressive ruins from the Roman Empire. As could be 

expected this is habitat for Little Owl, Black -eared Wheatear  and Hoopoe . We returned via Gradsko ï 

Dolno Cicevo ï Rosoman. This farmland was rich in buntings and Calandra Lark.  

    
Stobi     Black-eared Wheatear 

Monday May 8. Again, we drove through the beautiful Vitachevo area. We probably saw 10-15 Griffons and 

two Egyptian Vultures. Besides bird-watching we enjoyed the very rich flora, in one place near Barovo we 

found 5 species of orchids. From Barovo to Besvica the road was merely a dirt track, not recommended for 

tourist driving. The villages on this road seemed abandoned. After long time slow driving, we finally came 

ǘƻ 5ŜƳƛǊ /ŀǇƛƧŀ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ άLǊƻƴ DŀǘŜέ ŀƭƻƴƎ the river Vardar and the railway. This Gorge is 

quite impressive and typical bird species were Crag-Martin, House-Martin and Blue Rock-Thrush. Wall-

ŎǊŜŜǇŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƘŜǊŜ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅΦ  

 



The newly build highway cross the river just east of the gorge and the road to Klisura has therefore been 

moved. The beautiful landscape here is scarred by the enormous highway dam, but still there is a nice small 

valley to wander around in. One Griffon Vulture nest was spotted on the cliffs above. 

We stayed at the Popova Kula Winery near Demir Capija, a quite luxurious but not expensive hotel 

surrounded by wine fields. 

Tuesday May 9. It was raining all morning, so we started right away towards Prespa via Gradsko, Prilep and 

Bitola. South of Prilep we turned left by road 109. Here, we found intense grazed valleys and open 

mountain areas.  There were many of the birds already seen, and in addition we saw Short-toed Lark, 

Crested Lark, and Rufous - tailed Rock -Thrush . Back on the A3 -road we passed two R ed- footed Falcons in a 

bush by the roadside.  

Landscape at road 109  

We passed the border to Greece at Niki without problems and took the road to Kato Klines and further on 

via Akritas on the mountain road to the Prespa area. The road from Akritas was actually sign-posted as 

closed but local people told us to continue anyway. The road was OK, but with lots of landslides and rock-

pieces on the roadway. 

Late afternoon we arrived in Laimos to stay the next four nights at Hotel Milos, a former water-mill on the 

edge of the village. Here, we met with Chris Mounsey, Balkan Tracks, who helped us planning the Prespa 

visit. Chris was a great help for us during our stay in Prespa. Here, we also (accidentally) met some Danish 

friends from the Aage V. Jensen Charity Foundation whom we spent the evening with.  

Wednesday May 10. This day, we were accompanied by the very skilled guide Julian Hoffman for an 

introduction to the Prespa area in general and to the birds in particular. We enjoyed both the Great White 

Pelican and the Dalmatian Pelican, mostly in the air soaring over the lakes. From the hill Krina, we had a 

fine view of the breeding colony with pelicans, Night Heron, and Pygmy Cormorant. Commonly seen at the 

lake were Squacco Heron, Little Egret, Great Egret, and Grey Heron. Birds of prey were Marsh-Harrier, 

Common Buzzard, Kestrel, one Short-ǘƻŜŘ 9ŀƎƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ aƻƴǘŀƎǳΩǎ IŀǊǊƛŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ 

birds, we enjoyed watching/hearing Wood Lark, Crag-Martin, Red-rumped Swallow, Subalpine Warbler, 

/ŜǘǘƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊΣ DǊŜŀǘ wŜŜŘ-Warbler, Red-backed Shrike, Lesser Grey Shrike, Wood-chat Shrike, Cirl 

Bunting, Black-headed Bunting, and Corn Bunting among others. 

Thursday May 11. We visited some of the same places as we did the day before. We took a walk on the 

island Agios Achilleios with nice views of Lake Mikri Prespa. Here, we saw Sombre Tit, and by the floating 

bridge a Little Bittern. We took lunch-break at the view-point near Agios Georgios to watch the pelicans fly 

by and a Hobby catching dragonflies. In the afternoon we walked from Agios Georgios to Mt. Devas, 

absolutely the best botanic experience of our tour with lots of orchids and iris. Here, we also saw several 

fresh footprints of bear. 



 

Great White Pelican

Pygmy Cormorant 



Friday May 12. Together with Chris Mounsey we went on a boat ride from Psarades on Lake Megali Prespa. 

The hermitages on the cliffs west of Psarades  were very interesting to visit, and in the boat we came close 

to Dalmatian Pelicans and Pygmy Cormorants. Back in the Laimos area we had Barred Warbler, Tawny Pipit, 

Yellow Wagtail (feldegg), and 15-20 Bee-Eaters west of Platy. 

Dalmatian Pelican 

Saturday May 13. We left Laimos and headed for the Albanian border at Kristallopigi/Bilisht. From here, we 

went through the intensively cultivated valley to Zemblak, where we turned north on the mountain-road 

west of Lake Megali Prespa to the border to Macedonia at GorƛŎŜκ{ǘŜƴƧŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ōƛǊŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

route, and especially the first part in Albania was ǉǳƛǘŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέΦ North of 

Stenje we took the small scenic road over the high mountains of Galicica and reached Lake Ohrid. Here we 

visited Sv. Naum with a very big spring area. The water should come from the Prespa lakes underground. 

The spring was very interesting, but one should be aware that the place is a very crowded tourist hot-spot, 

take the quiet foot-path behind the lagoon to see the springs from land. At the end of the day, we found 

our way to Velestovo village above the city of Ohrid where we had a fancy apartment for the night. In the 

village we heard Scops Owl, the rest was ordinary species.  

 



 

Sunday May 14. From Ohrid we took the route to Debar and through Mavrovo National Park to Skopje. 

Mavrovo is impressive mountains with dramatic cliffs and woods. We only saw few birds, the only big birds 

ǿŜǊŜ .ǳȊȊŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ wŀǾŜƴΦ bŜŀǊ aŀǾǊƻǾƻ [ŀƪŜ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ .ƻƴŜƭƭƛΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭer. We had a hotel 

reservation in Canyon Matka, but this place turned out to be so crowded with one-day tourists that we 

gave up and continued to Skopje where we found a small boutique hotel for the last night. 

 

Monday May 15. After dropping off the car at the airport we flew back to Cph. via Vienna. All went smooth 

without problems. 

Practical informations 
Air tickets were booked via Austrian Air: Copenhagen ς Vienna ς Skopje return. The car was rented at Auto 

Europe. All went as planned, the price was OK and the connection in Vienna smooth. Hotels were booked in 

advance, and the only problem was the inaccessible hotel in Canyon Matka. 

When driving small roads you cannot always trust the signature of the printed map. Be careful when driving 

a small car. We had no accidents, but were in some cases not sure whether we could get through the road 

and whether it was the right road at all. 

The handbooks used were: Evans T 2015: Macedonia, the Bradt Travel Guide. Svensson L 2012: Fugle I 

felten. Aulagnier S. et al. 2009: Mammals of Europe, North Africa and the Middle East. Arnold E. N. 2002: 

Reptiles and Amphibians of Europe. 

Maps and guide: Map of Macedonia from Freytag and Berndt 1:200.000. Prespa Walking Guide 2009 from 

the Society for the Protection of Prespa. Google Map helped in other areas. 

For photos we used Nikon D750 with 200-400 mm/f4 + 1.4 converter and Nikon D610 with 24-120 mm/f4.  

For guiding in the Prespa area, Chris Mounsey and Julian Hoffman from Balkan Tracks were a great help. 

www.balkantracks.com. Myrsini  Malakou of the Society for the Protection of Prespa helped us with the 

Prespa Walking Guide and more information, for which we are very grateful. www.spp.gr.  

More photos from this tour can be seen here: www.natur-foto.dkΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ άwŜƧǎŜǊέΦ  

http://www.balkantracks.com/
http://www.spp.gr/
http://www.natur-foto.dk/

